February 3, 2016

Dear Parents and Educators:
I am certain that, like many people in our community, you are concerned about the news regarding Flint’s
water supply. You are undoubtedly hearing a multitude of information and news which can cause more
confusion and worry. Because so much information is being distributed, I wanted to be sure that you receive
current and accurate information about the effects of lead and how the situation is being addressed in the
educational community. The Genesee Intermediate School District serves approximately 19,000 children who
reside within the Flint water boundary who are 4 years of age or older. These students reside in Flint, but
through the school of choice program, over 10,000 attend a charter school or another school district.
Additionally, we serve over one thousand birth to 3 year olds in home based, Head Start and playgroup
programs. We have been working directly with local, state, and federal offices to expand programming and
services for families and children who are affected by the water. Our program expansions include additional
home based staff for developmental assessments, cognitive or behavioral testing, additional health
professionals, fresh and nutritious food choices during the day and weekends, extended school year
opportunities, and a heavy focus on literacy and early childhood which has been proven to benefit children who
may have impaired cognitive development. This is only a beginning. Our goal is to meet the immediate needs
of our children and families and continue to plan for long range successful programs for children.
GISD has compiled various resources to assist Flint area families and educators with important and useful
information pertaining to the Flint water crisis. The information includes details about water sources for GISD
buildings and program locations, as well as information specific to students served by GISD. Additionally,
important information and resources from various local and state agencies is also available by visiting
http://bit.ly/1QNYMn1. If you have further concerns, I encourage you to read the Centers for Disease Control
website on lead contamination of water at http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/leadinwater/ and
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tips/water.htm.
The difficulty with situations such as lead poisoning is that there are little to no immediate signs of illness or
difficulty. Continued blood testing is not recommended by health professionals, because after 28 days away
from lead, the tests will not show any effects. This can be misleading and can be taken as a false conclusion
that there is no damage or poisoning. The best course of action if you are uncertain, is to contact your primary
doctor.
Please know that we are deploying every resource at our disposal to ensure the safety of those we serve. We
will continue to work with federal, state, and local officials to help create long-term solutions and services to
meet the needs of our students and families.
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Parent informational sessions and community meetings are currently scheduled for the following locations to
help provide information and answer questions. Light meals will be served at each meeting.
Date
February 17, 2016

Time
8:30 – 10:00 a.m.

February 18, 2016

8:30 – 10:00 a.m.

February 18, 2016

2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

February 22, 2016

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

February 23, 2016

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

March 1, 2016

2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

March 1, 2016

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

March 2, 2016

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

March 3, 2016

6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Location
Flint Summerfield Elementary
1360 Milbourne Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48504
Flint Manley Elementary
3002 Farley Street
Flint, Michigan 48507
Early Learning Center
1221 E. Bristol Road
Burton, Michigan 48529
Erwin L. Davis Education Center
2413 West Maple Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48507
Erwin L. Davis Education Center
2413 West Maple Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48507
Daily Elementary School
6236 Neff Road
Mount Morris, Michigan 48458
New Standard Academy
2040 W. Carpenter Road
Flint, Michigan 48504
Flint Public Library
1026 E. Kearsley Street
Flint, Michigan 48503
Flint Summerfield Elementary
1360 Milbourne Avenue
Flint, Michigan 48504

Please RSVP by calling Cori Braniff at 810-591-5603 or by email to cbraniff@geneseeisd.org to assist with
meal planning.
The sessions will also be recorded and added to the GISD website at www.geneseeisd.org under the “Water
and Lead Educational Information and Resources” link.
Please continue to check the Genesee ISD website at www.geneseeisd.org for updated resources and
information.
Sincerely,

Lisa Hagel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

